The everyday lives of children with intellectual disabilities by Stalker, K. & Connors, C.
Strathprints Institutional Repository
Stalker, K. and Connors, C. (2004) The everyday lives of children with intellectual disabilities.
Journal of Intellectual Disability Research, 48 (4-5). p. 478. ISSN 0964-2633
Strathprints is designed to allow users to access the research output of the University of Strathclyde.
Copyright c© and Moral Rights for the papers on this site are retained by the individual authors
and/or other copyright owners. You may not engage in further distribution of the material for any
profitmaking activities or any commercial gain. You may freely distribute both the url (http://
strathprints.strath.ac.uk/) and the content of this paper for research or study, educational, or
not-for-profit purposes without prior permission or charge.
Any correspondence concerning this service should be sent to Strathprints administrator:
mailto:strathprints@strath.ac.uk
http://strathprints.strath.ac.uk/
 
 
 
Stalker, K. and Connors, C. (2004) The everyday lives of children 
with intellectual disabilities. Journal of Intellectual Disability Research, 
48 (4-5). 478. ISSN 0964-2633 
 
 
 
http://eprints.cdlr.strath.ac.uk/3935/
 
 
Strathprints is designed to allow users to access the research 
output of the University of Strathclyde. Copyright © and Moral 
Rights for the papers on this site are retained by the individual 
authors and/or other copyright owners. Users may download 
and/or print one copy of any article(s) in Strathprints to facilitate 
their private study or for non-commercial research. You may not 
engage in further distribution of the material or use it for any 
profitmaking activities or any commercial gain. You may freely 
distribute the url (http://eprints.cdlr.strath.ac.uk) of the Strathprints 
website. 
 
Any correspondence concerning this service should be sent to The 
Strathprints Administrator: eprints@cis.strath.ac.uk 
 
The everyday lives of children with intellectual disabilities 
(ID): From their perspective 
 
K. Stalker (kos1@stir.ac.uk)* & C. Connors 
 
*Social Work Research Centre, University of Stirling, Scotland, UK 
 
Aim: To explore disabled children’s understandings of disability, 
how they negotiate the experience of disability in their everyday 
lives and their experiences of using services.  
 
Method: Semistructured interviews, supported by activities and visual aids, 
were conducted with disabled children at home. Siblings and parents 
were also interviewed. The paper will focus on data collected from 
the 13 children, aged 9-15, who had ID.  
 
Results: Most gave a positive account of their lives, presenting themselves 
as good friends, helpful pupils and active participants in family and school 
life. They described close, loving relationships with parents and the 
usual ‘up’s and down’s’ with siblings. Feelings of sadness were 
usually linked to recent events such as falling out with a friend, or 
the death/ illness of a relative. However, there were exceptions: 
some children talked about being bullied at school and /or locally. 
A couple had also encountered hostile behaviour from adults. 
 
Conclusions: Overall, the children gave a positive account of their 
lives, presenting themselves in very ‘ordinary’ ways. Although they 
faced some physical and material barriers, ‘psycho-emotional disablism’, 
in the form of other people’s behaviour and attitudes, 
caused them greater distress. 
 
